Cervical intraepithelial neoplasia extending to the margins of resection in conization of the cervix.
Conization of the cervix is still widely utilized under certain conditions for the diagnosis and treatment of cervical intraepithelial neoplasia (CIN). Little has been written about the management of disease extending to the margins of resection. Ninety-four patients underwent conization of the cervix for cervical intraepithelial neoplasia (CIN). Nineteen (20%) had positive margins of resection; 10 (56%) of them had no evidence of disease in follow-up of one to four years. The inflammatory response of healing may play a role in a cure. Positive margins of resection and persistent disease, noted in 44%, were positively associated with higher grades of CIN and smoking. Smoking was also a risk factor for recurrent disease in those with negative margins of resection.